Ten Word Games
These games are to reinforce and practise words the class is currently learning from their word list. 

1. Coin Throw

Resources: Paper with words, phrases or sentences; coins (5 per student)

Write words, phrases or sentences on sheets of paper and lay them in one area in the centre of the floor.

Students stand around the words.

Students take turns trying to throw one coin at the time onto a piece of paper and say the word, phrase or sentence.

2. Word Who am I

Resources: List of words on board or floor.
Pick out one word and count the letters. 

Then say: Who am I? I have 5 letters and end in g. (Tiger)

Student, who know the answer, raise their hands. The first says the answer and can takes turn to say the next ‘Who am I?’

3. Letter Twister

Resource: Outside concrete floor; chalk

Draw a twister chart with letters on a concrete floor with chalk.
Make the chart 4 x 4 big, which is 16 letters.  Each letter about 20cm or more apart, depends on the age of the students.

Take letters which are most dominant in your current word list.

The teacher, or a student, call out a word from the word list and also ‘first’ or ‘last’. The student puts his/her hand or foot on the first or last letter of this word. E.g. ‘Tiger first’ – hand on the ‘T’.
4. Hangman using the word list.
Resources: board
The word to guess is represented by a row of dashes, giving the number of letters. If the[image: image1.png]


 guessing player suggests a letter which occurs in the word, the other player writes it in all its correct positions. If the suggested letter does not occur in the word, the other player draws one element of the hangman diagram as a tally mark. 
The game is over when: 

· The guessing player completes the word, or guesses the whole word correctly 
· The other player completes the diagram:  
This diagram is, in fact, designed to look like a hanging man. Although debates have arisen about the questionable taste of this picture, it is still in use today. 
Variation:  The teacher draws an apple tree with ten apples, erasing or crossing out the apples as the guesses are used up.
5. Around the World Words
Resources: words on paper, as many as there are students in the class and 
one set for the teacher.

All words are put on the floor.

Students stand in a line in front of the words. 

Teacher stands with one set of words opposite from the students.
Teacher flashes quickly one word to the students. 

The student, who is first saying this word, picks the word from the floor and moves behind the teacher.

Continue till all words are used.

Variation: Play it like ‘Musical Chairs’. Have one less word on the floor than there are students. The left over student can take the teacher’s job of flashing a card. If this student is shy, the teacher can give the flash word to the student to flash to the other students.

6. Find the Word Cloze
Resources: Text on the board

Teacher calls out a word and students have to find this word in the text. 

The student who had hand up first, can come to the board and wipe this word out.

Continue until a cloze is on the board and students can copy this into their books and fill in missing words.
7. Chinese Whispers
Resources: word list on the board

Students sit or stand in lines of about 10.

First student picks a word from the word list and whispers it to the second student.

Second student whispers to third student whatever he/she understood. This continues and the last student calls out what he/she has understood. The last student moves into first position and pick a word.
8. Water Words

Resources: buckets or containers of water; sponges; concrete floor outdoors

Students practice writing the words with sponges dipped into water on the concrete floor. 

9. Rainbow Words

Resources: words on sheets of paper, one per student; coloured pencils
Students trace the word with a coloured paper. Then pass it on to the next student, who traces the word with a different colour etc.

Display the colourful words and do a combined reading.

10. Flashlight Words

Resources: words on sheets of paper; flashlight torch

Darken the classroom. 

Lay the words on the floor and students stand around them.

Teacher flashes the torch on a word and students read it together.

Students take turns with the torch to flash on words.

Variation: Teacher says a word and student flashes on the word.
