Running Dictation

Number of players

The students work in pairs

Materials

Several copies of the text which are taped to the walls around the classroom

The students need pen and paper

Aim

The students must produce an identical text to the one on the wall of  the classroom.

Procedure

· Students are divided in to pairs.

· One student is the ‘messenger’ and the other the ‘secretary’

· The ‘messenger’ must go and read the first lines of the text from the classroom wall. They must remember the text (ie. NO writing, NO reading out loud) and come back to their partner. The ‘messenger’ dictates the text and the ‘secretary’ must write it down. The ‘messenger’ must check to see the ‘secretary’ writes it correctly.

· The messenger then goes and reads the next line of the text, returns and dictates it to his/her partner.

· This process continues until the whole text has been dictated to the ‘secretary’.

Ways to vary the level to cater for a mixed ability class

· There can be two texts of varying difficulty, and the pairs can be told which text they should reproduce.
· The text can be cut into two ‘A’ and ‘B’.

Students take turns being ‘messenger’ and ‘secretary’ for each part.
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Number of Players

Whole class

Materials


Whiteboard

Aim

To revise vocabulary or grammar

Procedure

· The class is divided into two teams. One team becomes ‘noughts’ and the other team becomes ‘crosses’.

· The teacher puts the noughts and crosses grid on the board and fills it with vocabulary of grammar that will be revised.

· The ‘noughts’ team must choose a word and put it into a sentence correctly. If they are correct, the team can then replace the word with a nought.

· It is then the ‘crosses’ team turn. They can choose a word and if they put it in a sentence correctly, they can put a cross in its place.

· The game continues until the grid is full or if a team has made a line of three ‘noughts’ or ‘crosses’ in a row.
Ways to vary the level

· A combination of easier and more difficult words can be placed in the grid.

· The class could also be split into 2 teams and another student could monitor the second game with the help of the teacher.

True or False

Number of players

Whole class

Materials

Flashcards relating to vocabulary the teacher would like to revise

Aim

To revise vocabulary

To improve speaking fluency

Procedure

Three students are chosen and come to the front of the class. They are given three pictures which they must NOT show the rest of the class.

The students must decide which of them will lie about their picture.
The students then describe their pictures to the rest of the class. Two students will tell the truth and one student will lie. 

The rest of the class must guess who is lying.

Three other students are then chosen and the game continues.

Ways to vary the level

More advanced students can be given more complex pictures

Lower level students may only be required to say one sentence.
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	Find someone

who
	You?

√ or X
	Your colleague’s name

	Speaks three languages


	
	

	Was out of bed before 6.30 am this morning


	
	

	Can remember the name of the second presenter this morning


	
	

	Has taught a language for more than ten years


	
	

	Who doesn’t live in Victoria or NSW


	
	

	Has never done this activity before
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