A Cloze Passage
What is a cloze passage?

A cloze passage is one where we take a piece of writing, blank out certain words, then ask the students to fill in the missing words. A cloze passage is a very effective method of teaching students about the flow of language.
How do I prepare a cloze passage?

The writing you choose can come from any of the books you have at your school.

You can grade the piece of writing to correspond with the age and level of the students you are working with.

For example when you block out a word for use with early learners, the first letter or sound of the word can be left in to give the student a clue about what the word is you are looking for. For more advanced students of course, it is not necessary to do this.

(Please see examples in English at the end.)

· Take a piece of writing from a book, magazine, newspaper or just make it up, about something you are teaching i.e. a culturally significant activity or something relevant to the topic you are teaching, which will reinforce language learning in that particular subject/topic. It has to be relevant to what you are teaching about at the moment.
· Give it a title. 

· Give instructions.

· Let students write their name on top of the worksheet.

· You never leave out words in the first sentence.

· You delete approximately one word in seven. ( this can differ from one language to another)

· If you delete a main word, which carries meaning then you must make sure you leave plenty of clues which will suggest what the word might be.

· You may like to list all of the deleted words at the end of the passage and ask the students to place the correct word in the correct blank space. Students can strike through each word they have used. Make sure that the word list is not in order of how they are missing in the passage.

· The aim is to make it easy for students to recognise the missing word, but at the same time think about the information they are reading and that the passage makes sense.

Advantages in using a cloze passage activity

· The students enjoy the activity
· They will practise language writing, reading and comprehension skills.

· A cloze passage can be used as an assessment task at the end of a topic.
Different ways to use a cloze

· Students can work in pairs 

· Teacher can read the cloze passage with the missing words. This will also give listening skills. 

· How about reading the passage without giving the students the missing words underneath the cloze passage. 

· Or giving the students just the missing words and then dictating the passage to them without reading out loud the missing words.

There are many cloze worksheets already prepared available on the internet, like this one from        http://www.teach-nology.com/subjects/
	Name ________________________

	Date___________________



	The Missing Book
 Directions: Read the story below. Some of the words have been left out on purpose. Fill in the blanks that will make the story make sense.
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Harold ran up the stairs and looked for his book. He couldn’t find the book anywhere. Harold ____________ everywhere. Under his bed, in the closet, ____________ his dresser, and even in the garbage ____________ He was ____________to give up when his father ____________ into his room to help. ____________ father found the book in Harold’s desk drawer. Harold ran to ____________ bus as fast as he could. When he got on the bus, he noticed ____________ was the wrong text book.



