About Animals
25 teaching and learning activities

1. Collect as many pictures of animals as you can get. Divide them in as many groups as

you can. (eg land-water-sky animals/ with and without fur/ size/ mammals or not/

farm animals and wild animals/ alphabetical/2-4-8-many-no legs/pets- non pets etc)

Do this activity the other way round. Select l0 - 12 pictures. In tum a student groups

the pictures, while the other students figure out why the animals are put into groups

as they are.

2. Write down as may animal names as you can think of on strips of paper. Put them in

a container and let the students draw an animal name.

For their animal, students can do things as:

1) find 3 - 5 reasons why this animal would make a great pet.

2) what would the birthday party of this animal be like - what party food would

they eat, what presents would they be given, what games would they play?

3) which other animal would make a good friend for them - why?

3. Research what animals are native to a country of your choice. Show how and why

these animals are extremely suitable to live in the environment of that country.

4. Create a zoo with toy animals and take a picture of it or create one using images from the 

 computer and make a print out.  What name do you give your zoo?

In groups, students become pretend carers for one of the animals. Find information

about what your animal needs and arrange a roster for grooming and feeding.

5. Make animal masks and perform a play or learn a poem about them.

6. Visit http ://www.origami-instructions.com/origami-animals-instructions.html or

similar websites and make some origami animals for a class mobile.

7. Write a biography of your pet.

8. Take some pictures of your pet and make them into a short story by arranging them

and writing a sentence underneath each picture.

Do the same, using photostory or powerpoint and record your story orally.

9. Listen to or read songs or poems about animals and have survey to see which song or

poem is most popular among students and among adults.

10. Bring the text of a poem or song about an animal to your class. Cover each rhyming

word at the end. (see example below). Can the students work the covered words?

My Hamster Has a Skateboard

My hamster has a skateboard.

When he rides it, though, he falls.

He takes off like a maniac

And  crashes into ?????.

He screams, “Geronimo!”
and  then goes crashing down the stairs.

He's good at knocking tables down

and slamming into ?????.

He'll slalom through the living room

and then you'll hear a, "Splat!"

which means that he's collided with

my mother or the ?????.

It's fun to watch him ride

because you’re sure to hear a smash.

He doesn't skate so well but, boy,

he sure knows how to ?????.

by Kenn Nesbitt

11. Are there parents/community members, willing to make some finger puppets for your

class? Using brightly coloured felt, scissors, scraps of fabric and strong glue in a tube

with a fine nozzle, many  lovely animals can be created. 
The students of your class can make a thank you card in return and invite the puppet

makers to a puppet performance.

12. Compare animals in Australia with animals in one other country of choice.

Which ones are unique to each country and which do they have in common?

Of the animals they have in common, compare the sounds they make.

EG an Australian rooster says Cock-a-doodle-doo; a Dutch one says : Kukeleku

13. A student mimes an animal; other guess what animal it is.

14. Design a number of circus acts (with speaking animals) and present them to other

students.

15. Make posters about:

· meat-eating animals

· plant eating animals

· animals that do not sleep at night

· animals that live in the ground etc.

Prepare a short talk to go with them

16. Guess the animal.

Students take turns asking a student pretending to be an animal, about his identity as

animal.

Only yes/no questions allowed eg

· do you live in Australia?

· do you have a tail?

· do you have a long neck?

17. Create an animal domino set, using animal names or sentences.

18. Draw an animal habitat or nest and write a paragraph about it.

19. A small toy teddy bear or other animal is adopted by the class. It is given a name and

takes turns going home with the students. The students who hosts the toy, writes

down what the toy has done during its stay at his/her home. (eg slept in my bed or in a

bed  I specially made for it, shared my food - didn't like broad beans, was a bit

afraid of my cat at first, but soon got used to it)

Make a book of all contributions. This could be read or be displayed at the end of the

term/year.

20. Interview a parent or community member who works with animals eg in the zoo, in a

pet shop, with the RSPCA, as a vet.

21. Observe your garden closely for a week: what animals are in it, what animals come to

visit, at what times do they visit and why do you think they like your garden?

22. Create a mind map for an animal of your choice. 
23. Fables are short moral stories with animals as characters. Fairy tales often have

animals as characters as well. Depending on the age of your students, read a fable or

fairy tale. Then act it out or write a fairy tale or fable as a class, in groups or

individually.

24. Research how dogs can become guide dogs or hearing dogs.

25. Draw the outline of an animal and write an acrostic poem about it by writing the

letters of the animal vertically and finding words that describe it, starting with that

letter.  eg:  Cat – Cute, Alive, Tame
